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Out To Pasture 
October 2022
ACROSS THE AGENT'S DESK 
With the cooler night time temperatures this past week,
fall has definitely looked to be a little closer.  Corn silage
harvest is in full swing, as well as tobacco harvest.  Hay
baling is beginning to wrap up despite the droughty
conditions we had earlier in the year.  Fall calving cows
are beginning to hit the ground and things are busy
again on the farm.  No matter how busy we get, let’s
always remember to take our time and stay safe.  We
often get in a hurry, especially around harvest, and tend
to drive a little faster or load a little higher than we know
we should.  Remember, life is precious, and let’s not
take it for granted. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Oct 3 – Eastern Native Grass Symposium; The Galt House;
Louisville, KY 
Oct 15 – Eden Shale Farm Open House; Eden Shale Farm;
Owenton, KY 
Oct 17 – KY Beef Conference; Fayette County Extension
Service; Lexington, KY 
Oct 20 – Beef Bash; UK Research & Education Center;
Princeton, KY 
Oct 27 – Kentucky Grazing Conference; Clark County
Extension Service; Winchester, KY 
Nov 1 – Kentucky Fencing School; Marion County Extension
Service; Lebanon, KY 

https://forages.ca.uky.edu/event/eastern-native-grass-symposium
https://www.edenshalefarm.com/
http://afs.ca.uky.edu/files/beef_bash_2022_flyer.pdf
https://forages.ca.uky.edu/event/kentucky-grazing-conference-1
https://forages.ca.uky.edu/event/2022-kentucky-fencing-school
http://eepurl.com/dImoYz
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=3d342c409bf1356d124f8aacd&id=49571bed92
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=3d342c409bf1356d124f8aacd&id=49571bed92
javascript:;


Nov 16 – Stocker Profitability Conference; Warren Co.
Extension Service; Bowling Green, KY 
Nov 24-25 – Thanksgiving Holiday; office closed 

GENERAL 

2022 Farmland Values 
Source: Dr. Steve Isaacs; UK Farm Management Specialist 

Kentucky’s farm real estate values increased 8.8% according to the annual Land Values
Summary released by USDA in August. Average real estate value in the Commonwealth
increased to $4,350 per acre, up from the $4,000 per acre reported in 2021. Average cropland
values increased from $4,350/ac to $4,790/ac (10.1%) while Kentucky’s pasture land value was
up 6.9% from $3,620/ac to $3,870/ac. 

Nationally average farm real estate values increased 12.4% to $3,800/ac from $3,380 a year
earlier. Every state in the continental U.S. (Alaska and Hawaii are not included in the report)
recorded increases in land values. Nineteen states realized double-digit percentage increases in
land values including most states in the grain-producing states in the Midwest. 

The complete Land Values 2022 Summary is available from the National Agricultural Statistics
Service of USDA.  

READ MORE....

GRAIN CROPS 

The Best Management of Fusarium Head Blight of Wheat Starts with the Selection
of Varieties with Resistance 
Source: Dr. Carl Bradley; UK Extension Plant Pathologist 

Problem and Damage 
The most consistent, problematic disease of wheat in Kentucky and the surrounding region is
Fusarium head blight (FHB; also known as scab), caused by the fungus Fusarium graminearum
(Figure 1).  This disease can cause reduced grain yield, test weight, and quality. In addition, the
fungus can produce toxins that will contaminate grain, such as deoxynivalenol (DON; also known
as vomitoxin). Harvested grain with high levels of DON may be discounted or outright rejected at
the elevator. 

To achieve the best management of FHB, the most important step is to choose varieties that
have resistance to this disease. Unfortunately, varieties with complete resistance (immunity) to
FHB do not exist, but there are several varieties available with high levels of resistance.  

Nov 3 – Kentucky Fencing School;  Clay County Extension 
Service; Manchester, KY

https://forages.ca.uky.edu/event/2022-kentucky-fencing-school-0
https://woodford.ca.uky.edu/sites/woodford.ca.uky.edu/files/2022%20Farmland%20Values.pdf
http://eepurl.com/dImoYz
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=3d342c409bf1356d124f8aacd&id=49571bed92
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=3d342c409bf1356d124f8aacd&id=49571bed92
javascript:;


In addition to the ratings available from seed
companies, the University of Kentucky Small Grains
Variety Testing Program and the UK Small Grains
Breeding Program do provide ratings for diseases that
occur in their trials. Those disease results are
available in the most recent KY Small Grain Variety
Performance Test Report and on the Fusarium Head
Blight (Head Scab) – Variety Testing Research Page,
which both can be accessed here. In addition, the

University of Illinois Wheat Breeding Program also provides similar ratings from their annual
tests under FHB pressure, which are available here. Seeking out this information and making
good wheat variety decisions will go a long way towards managing this important disease. 

BEEF

Woodford County Feeder Calf Marketing Program 
The Woodford County Feeder Calf Marketing Program is to allow producers to sell like kinded

calves in lots to capture price premiums in the marketplace for producers.  In order for us to build

a program that will work for you, we invite you to take part in this quick survey.

{SURVEY LINK}

Click on photo above to enlarge

https://uky.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9QtJuvojX3SP8ea
https://woodford.ca.uky.edu/sites/woodford.ca.uky.edu/files/wc_feeder_calf_marketing_program.pdf
http://eepurl.com/dImoYz
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=3d342c409bf1356d124f8aacd&id=49571bed92
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=3d342c409bf1356d124f8aacd&id=49571bed92
javascript:;


FORAGES 

Watch out for fall frost! 
With some patchy frost around I keep looking out in some pastures and still see some
johnsongrass dotting the landscape.  The following are some points to remember for dealing with
grazing johnsongrass in the fall and some best management practices. 

http://eepurl.com/dImoYz
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=3d342c409bf1356d124f8aacd&id=49571bed92
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=3d342c409bf1356d124f8aacd&id=49571bed92
javascript:;


which can build up to toxic levels in a number of plants including Johnsongrass, sorghum,
sudangrass, sorghum-sudan hybrids, and wild cherry. Pearl millet does not produce prussic acid.
Prussic acid is most likely to build up to dangerous levels immediately after a killing frost.  

Also, tender young growth occurring
immediately after a long drought can be
potentially toxic. Young, tender fast-growing
plants are more likely to be toxic than older,
more mature plants. 

Prussic acid causes death by interfering with
the oxygen-transferring ability of the red blood
cells, causing animals to suffocate. Symptoms
include excessive salivation, rapid breathing,
and muscle spasms, and may occur within 10
to 15 minutes after the animal consumes
prussic acid-containing forage. Animals may
stagger, collapse, and eventually die.  

Prussic acid and nitrate poisoning are not the same. Toxic levels of nitrates result from heavy N
fertilization followed by severe drought stress. Unlike nitrates, prussic acid deteriorates with time.
Forage with high levels of prussic acid which is ensiled is usually safe to feed after the ensiling
process is completed within 3 weeks after silo fill. Hay which has dried enough to be safely baled
(18 to 20 percent moisture) will not contain toxic levels of prussic acid. Standing plants killed by
frost are normally safe after about one week. However, in some instances only plants in certain
portions of a field are initially killed and subsequent frosts create danger spots in other areas. 

Prussic Acid Poisoning can be reduced by
grazing sorghum or sorghum cross plants only
when they are at least 15 inches tall.  Do not
graze plants during and shortly after drought
periods when growth is severely reduced.  Do
not graze wilted plants or plants with young
tillers.  Do not graze for two weeks after a non-
killing frost.  Do not graze after a killing frost
until plant material is dry (the toxin is usually
dissipated within 48 hours).  Do not graze at
night when frost is likely.  Delay feeding silage
6 to 8 weeks following ensiling.  Do not allow
access to wild cherry leaves whether they are wilted or not. After storms always check pastures
for fallen limbs.  When in doubt DON’T. 

Losses from prussic acid are mostly preventable when we understand the cause-effect-weather
relationship and take necessary steps to prevent.

PUB HUB 
ID-220: Cyanide Poisoning in Ruminants 

Naturallygoccurringgglycosidescosides may form prussic acid, also called hydrocyanic acid or HCN,

http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/ID/ID220/ID220.pdf
http://eepurl.com/dImoYz
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=3d342c409bf1356d124f8aacd&id=49571bed92
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=3d342c409bf1356d124f8aacd&id=49571bed92
javascript:;


Click here for a directory of all our publications.

CONSERVATION CORNER 

Cost Share Programs 

Be sure to visit the Woodford County Conservation District website for more information on other

cost share programs, such as the cover crop programs, state cost share, or the Environmental

Quality Incentives Program (EQIP).

http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/ID/ID220/ID220.pdf
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs.asp
https://www.woodfordcd.com/woodfordcd
http://eepurl.com/dImoYz
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=3d342c409bf1356d124f8aacd&id=49571bed92
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=3d342c409bf1356d124f8aacd&id=49571bed92
javascript:;


Shared-Use Equipment Rental 
With the optimum time for seeding cool-season grasses almost upon us in September, the

Woodford County Conservation District has several no-till drills for producers to rent across the

county.  Be sure to check out some new equipment and where you can find them! 

 Equipment  Location
 Haybuster 10 ft no-till drill  Agriculture Resource Building

 Haybuster 10 ft no-till drill  Versailles Southern States

 Haybuster 7 ft no-till drill  Agriculture Resource Building

 Great Plains 7 ft no-till drills (2)  Versailles Southern States

 Pull-behind ag lime spreader  Agriculture Resource Building

 In-line hay wrappers (2)  Woodford Feed Company

 Pull-behind post driver  Agriculture Resource Building

FEATURED RECIPE 
Apple Sage Pork Chops 

https://www.woodfordcd.com/_files/ugd/700f42_f4ef75514cb8468f85f10418a12e87c2.pdf
https://fcs-hes.ca.uky.edu/recipe/apple-sage-pork-chops
http://eepurl.com/dImoYz
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=3d342c409bf1356d124f8aacd&id=49571bed92
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=3d342c409bf1356d124f8aacd&id=49571bed92
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